148                              THE     MEDICI

On the other hand, two letters (without date) regarding
the work were written to Piero il Gottoso by Gozzoli while
employed on it,13 and the tone and expressions used show
that Piero was then head of the family; this would bar all
dates earlier than August 1464, or later than December
1469. While yet a further difficulty (and that which has no
doubt been the chief reason for the dates hitherto assigned
to these frescoes) is introduced by the fact that from 1463
to 1467 Gozzoli was painting his great series of frescoes at San
Gimignano, writing dated letters from thence at that period;
and that in 1468 he signed an agreement for the execution of
his great work in the Pisa Campo Santo, which he is usually
supposed to have begun in 1469, and which was his last work

In the midst of such conflicting evidence (part of which,
that given by the picture itself,11 is too strong to be ignored)
the only solution appears to be that these frescoes were
painted neither between 1457 and 1459, nor between 1459
and 1463, but between January 1468 and December 1469,
the chancel pictures, and possibly some portion of the lead-
ing part of the procession (including, perhaps, the figures of
the Patriarch and the Emperor) being painted between
January 1468 and January 1469, and the remainder of the
frescoes in the body of the chapel between February 1469
and December 1469, the work at Pisa not being begun until
quite the end of that year. The whole chapel was certainly
painted while Piero il Gottoso was head of the family (1464-
1469); the chancel pictures could only have been begun
upon Gozzoli's return from San Gimignano, i.e., in 1468;
while the details connected with the tournament, and the
ages of Lorenzo and Giuliano, make February to December
1469 the only possible period when the chief part of the
frescoes in the body of the chapel could have been executed.
Benozzo Gozzoli was noted for his extreme rapidity of work,
and though these frescoes are filled with a multiplicity of
details it was possible for such an artist as he was to execute
them in two years.